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A Phenomenological Approach to William James’ s Psychology

Gao Shenchun

Social Psychology Department Jilin University Changchun 130012

Abstract Tt is only possible to understand the true spirit of James' psychology with the unity of his whole personality and thought as background

framework. The innermost kernel of James’ thought including his psychological thinking is radical empiricism which is theoretically and

methodologically homogeneous with Husserl’ s phenomenology . This homogeneity shadows James' psychology with true phenomenological char-

acteristics. The paper explains the rationale for a phenomenological approach to James' psychology and discusses the theoretical significance of

James' thinking for psychology proper.
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