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Linguistic Intergroup Bias

Du Wei
School of Psychology Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875

Zhang Houcan Liu Ping

Abstract Language used to describe a specific event may be biased as a result of the typicality or group membership of the actor performing a
behavior. In general positive behavior performed by an in — group member and negative behavior performed by an out — group member is de-
scribed more abstractly than negative behavior performed by an in — group member and positive behavior performed by an out — group mem-
ber.The linguistic category model has been used to distinguish between different levels of linguistic abstraction from the concrete to the increas-
ingly abstract. Maass describes the bias as the linguistic intergroup bias LIB .Two mechanisms have been advanced to underlie the LIB cogni-
tive mechanism and motivational mechanisms. Researches indicate that most of linguistic intergroup bias phenomena can be explained by cogni-
tive mechanisms the motivational mechanisms play roles when in — group be threatened.

Key words linguistic intergroup bias linguistic category model abstract levels





