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Abstract: The purpose was to introduce and comment on the research of self—esteem from a social cognitive perspective. Neuro-
imaging data showed that individuals with low self —esteem and low internal locus of control would have smaller hippocampal
volumes. Electrophysiological data showed that the P300 was an index of self —esteem. Finally, the authors suggested that the
work should respect the complexities of self —esteem. The ultimate purpose of the neuroscience was to enhance the individual’
s self —esteem.

Key words: self —esteem ; hippocampus; social cognitive neuroscience; event—related potentials(ERP) ; P300
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