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The Effect of the Color of Materials in English on Reading Scores

Liu Yuan Zheng Jian Yang Xi Liu Hongyun
( Department of Psychology,Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: The study explores the effect of the color of materials in English on reading scores using archival method,experiment
and questionnaires. The study of the CET—6 scores of 5537 subjects from Beijing Normal University and Peking University
show a significant difference in Reading section and total scores only,which the subjects using blue materials is lower than that
in black. Then the experiment with 26 subjects from Beijing Normal University shows no difference in score between colors,
but an interaction within color and difficulty of the questions, which shows the scores in blue is significant lower than that in
black on easy questions while on difficulties the effect declines. Further more,subjects show the reading habitat and subjective
preference on black materials though questionnaires.

Key words: color of reading materials; reading scores; difficulty; reading habitat; subjective preference
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