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The Development of Primary Student’s Informal Reasoning

Zhang Qi"'?,Zhang Yanjun®,Zhang Li*
(1. Development Psychology Institute, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 1008753
2. Psychology Department of Liaoning Normal University,Dalian 116029)

Abstract: According to the informal reasoning evaluation system putting forward by the authors,ill — structured problem tests
were administered to 1—6 grade students by prompting clinical interview method. The results showed that: (1) Most of grade 1
and 2 students were at reason reasoning and refuting reasoning level; Most of the grade 3—6 students reached refuting reasoning
level and were on the two level of refuting reasoning. (2) The students of higher grade generated significantly more functional
reason,conditional reason and the total number of all reasons than the students of lower grade; (3) Significant differences were
found on the number of direct refuting.indirect refuting and the total number of refuting generated by 1—6 grade students; (4)
The students of higher grade make significantly more reasoning break and the total number of reasoning mistakes than the
students of lower grade. The students made fewer mistakes with grade increasing.

Key words: primary students;informal reasoning;development
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