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The Implicit Priming of Altruistic Behavior

Zeng Tuo' ,Mo Lei® ,Ma Weijun® , Zeng Jiaping® , Zeng Xiangyan’ , Wang Jindao'
(1. Jiaying University , Meizhou 514015 ;2. Center for Studies of Psychological Application,
South China Normal University , Guangzhou 510631 ;

3. The School of Psychology and Cognitive Science,East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062 ;
4. School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine ,Southern Medical University , Guangzhou 510515)

Abstract : A large amount of research has been done to examine the immediate influence of specific incident on the altruistic behavior,
which was set up in laboratory. Yet,up till the present moment,there are short of studies about ordinary circumstances in which altruis-
tic behavior can be activated unconsciously and implicitly. We performed two experiments to examine whether altruistic behavior can be
implicitly activated significantly by priming participants with good altruistic behavior model( visual priming) or altruistic words( modified
verbal fluency task priming) . We found that participants randomly assigned to the altruistic behavior condition of visual priming( experi-
ment 1) and participants randomly assigned to the altruistic words condition( experiment 2 ) significantly displayed more altruistic behav-
iors than were participants in the control condition. The present findings revealed that a person’ s altruistic behavior can be implicitly
activated significantly by using either altruistic character visual priming or altruistic modified verbal fluency task priming.

Key words: altruistic behavior;implicit priming; dictator game ; altruistic character visual priming; altruistic modified verbal fluency task

priming



