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Exploring Reductionist Issues in Psychological Research

Ge Lujia Chen Lei
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University ,Changchun 130012)

Abstract : The reductionism is the very important principle of theory in psychological research. Its core thought is that world has layers.
Those unknown and high - level things or theories might be interpreted and explained by the given and low - level things or theories. At
its original stage positivist or scientific psychology took physics as its own model and standard. In the process of explaining human mind
and behavior psychology might take its rule as physicalist that. The viewpoint of biological determinism is that human mind and behavior
would be mainly determined by human biological factors. That is,human social behavior, personality and social life would be determined
by the biological factors of individual , group,racial and ethnic factors. Reductionism and reductionist method have relationship and def-
erence of nature. There are rational aspects of reductionism in research of psychology. Those can been distinguished into physicalist,
chemical analysis, biological determined , physiological mechanist,sociological determinist, cultural restrict and so on. Outwardly reduc-
tionism in the psychological research is the simplified or briefed handle. But deeply psychology has constructed its own research frame-
work with the aid of that. Furthermore it would take deferent explorations from disciplines into academic resources in psychology.

Key words : psychology ; reductionism ; physicsism ; biologism ; antireductionism



