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ty) o FETIX BB AT, Wrightsman JF & T 84 &5
I M # 22 B 3 ( Philosophies of Human Nature
Scale) , & H Hii M X F I £ B AWM & T A,
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=3.82,5D=1.73),:(1403) =5.24,p <0. 001,
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n’ =0. 11, R\ T HNIRERESME AN, 5B
2 —2, U RO 82, E il (M = 2. 97, 8D

=2. 34 ML TEEYIR(M=4.34,5D =2.00) , @

5] Tk A EA 3%, F (1,368) =19.00,p <
0. 001, partial 772 =0.10, —“HERZHEEAARNEE F
(1,368) =02,p =0. 88, partial 5° =0.00, FE P E3h
BAEXS TR AL BB A B8R

8.00

a7 80

7,

7. 40 -
7.20 4

hE—  HE—
BEES  HEED
B3 b AR B HEEREIEE AR
EENEE NI 5UR 2 MR, 2(30k:
/%) x 208 EEME) x 2(4T 8. &
17847 MR G ¥t T 2o (S RE 4) RY, B
S FRNL B, P H (M =7.73,5D =0.67) &
IR T W EENER THEEH(M =7.46,5D =
0.81),F(1,368) =5.97,p =0.02, partial o° =
0.03, X—NAZBTHIRBKFA,F(1,368)
=0.04,p =0. 85, pariial 772 =0.00, WAZ AL
¥ ,F(1,368) =0.04,p =0. 85, partial ° =0.00, 3
e JAsh T MM =ELEEHUANEE, F
(1,368) =1.74,p =0. 19, partial n* =0. 01,

m E17 0 BT

.

XE—  XE—
EERS HEEED

3.4 it

BT 2 RASETRE:, Tk 7 AR T iE A
W FR9 PR SR S S 2 1 B SR AL B R S e A PR
RS TR , gl (& EX TEET AT T
SR AR, R WM 1 Sk R N TETE 48 B ™
o (B2, NMERAT AMEN LB RE, R
B SRS 1 R — 3, PR e M APELE A il
NFpEtTE. BARE, PRERE TR 1K
SR I — BB T N LR T T8 A T 1 DRR
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B3 R G5 M AE#EIT 22 45 (e. g. Elliot, Chirkov, Kim, &
Sheldon 2001 ; Heine et al. ,2001 ; Hamamura, Meijer,
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Differences in the View of Human Nature between Eastern and
Western Cultures and Its Influence on Moral Cognition

Wu Yandong Wang Fei
( Department of Psychology, Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084 )

Peng Kaiping

Abstract : The view of human nature—that is, whether human nature is good or evil—is not only the focus of philosophy but also a lay
theory formed in daily life. Review of Chinese and Western cultures shows that Western culture is dominated by the theory of the original
evil of human nature while Eastern culture is dominated by the theory of the original goodness of human nature. This study supported its
conclusion through empirical data and found that Chinese participants subjective evaluations of human nature was more inclined toward
goodness than American participants( Study 1) . This difference in the view of human nature led to higher requirements for Chinese peo-
ple in terms of morality,especially normative morality( good deeds) ( Study 1) ,and this causal relationship was supported by a priming
experiment( Study 2) . These findings help us to better understand how culture shapes people’ s perceptions of human nature and morali-
ty.

Key words:lay theory;view of human nature ;theory of original goodness of human nature ;theory of original evil of human nature ; pro-

hibitive morality ; normative morality



