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Production and Reproduction : The Fundamental
Way of Confucianism to Transcend Death

Gao Zhiqgiang
( Department of Philosophy, Anhui University , Hefei 230601 )

Abstract ; The thought of production and reproduction is the fundamental way of Confucianism to transcend anxiety of death,which is
specifically reflected in the following six aspects: (1) “Explore the origin and the outcome of the world” in the perspective of the uni-
verse and nature; (2) “A son inherits after his father’ s death” in the perspective of blood and spirit inheritance ; (3) “ Hold the funeral
of parents cautiously and remember progenitors forever” in the perspective of funerary and sacrificial rites; (4) “Live optimistically ac-
cording to the principle of morality,then let death take its course” in the perspective of perceiving life and pursuing immortality; (5)
“Sacrifice life to defend benevolence” in the perspective of dilemma between live and death; (6) “Comply with one’ s own positive des-
tiny” in the perspective of understanding and establishing one’ s own destiny. All in all, Confucianism governs life and death by the
thought of production and reproduction , which demonstrates profound humanistic wisdom.

Key words: death ; anxiety ; transcend ; production and reproduction ; confucianism



