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PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLORATION
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AREL B L IEEIR. B TEEMR B, O
WHEJT HEBEIR | HE R (] 40 B 3 IR ) (B FE TR 22
S (GRREBR, HEH,2008) . fHULA] L, AR
JLBAR , AR IS B )] — EALTE Kk R AR
bz,

BEE BB BOR B3R, ok B A [F] 45 58 1 B
LR A [F 1 £ B SR f i O 33, SkAM&
FARFHRERR, OHEBER BRI E—RIINX
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2) X rp SRR B T R A
3 &R
3.1 XHHBIERE RSN
3.1 FERICE

OHEINEHIIT 1999 4F % 2017 FRFE R L E
BAREIMAEMMI (LE 1) , X R RIS —E
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Development and Further Direction of The Study of
Theory of Mind ; Evidence from Bibliometrics

Yan Zhigiang Wang Xiaonan Su Yanjie
(School of Psychological and Cognitive Sciences and Beijing Key Laboratory of
Behavior and Mental Health ,Peking University, Beijing 100871 )

Abstract ; As one of the most important social cognitive abilities,theory of mind has been a center of attention since it was put forward
in 1978. On the occasion of the development of this field for 40 years,the current study tried to present the research status from 1999 to
2018 by means of bibliometrics. To be specific, journals, authors, topics and citation relationship of literature related to theory of mind
has been deeply analyzed. Results showed that,the annual publication of literature keeps linear growth in the past two decades. As for
topics, studies previously focused on the development and measurement of theory of mind, while recent ones are increasingly inclined to
explore theory of mind in the framework of social cognition. Besides,notable journals and representative authors were analyzed in terms
of the amount of literature. According to current progress,the present study further discussed theory of mind from the aspects of knowl-
edge basis,neural basis,life — span development, abnormal development and artificial theory of mind, which implied the future direc-
tion.

Key words: theory of mind ; bibliometrics ; social cognition ; development



