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Impacts of“Being towards Death” on Wisdom :
Opinions , Mechanisms and Evaluation

Li Kang"’,Wang Fengyan'? , Wang Zhendong' ,Shi Juan',Wei Xindong' , Xiong Mimi'

(1. School of Psychology, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097 ;

2. Institute of Moral Education Research,Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097 )

Abstract ; How does “being towards death” influence wisdom? There are three main perspectives with respective evidences and mecha-

nisms to answer this question. (1) Being towards death makes people humble,transcend , altruistic , fair and tolerant ,etc. The mechanism

behind it is the post — traumatic growth theory; (2) Being towards death makes people mentally unhealthy, being self — serving Preju-

dice,being internal group bias,greed , materialism. The mechanism behind it is terror management theory; (3 ) Being towards death to

promote wisdom is moderated by some factors,for instance, self — respect, sense of power,self — construal , political belief, religious be-

lief. At the end of the paper,three problems are found in the past research:the definition of concepts,the psychological phase of “being

towards death” and the connotation of the cultural worldview. Thus,we propose some methods to resolve them.

Key words:being towards death; mortality salience ;death reflection ; terror management theory ; wisdom



