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The Research on Core Characteristics and Inner Logic of
the Confucian Moral Sentiment Theory

Gao Zhigiang
( Department of Philosophy, Anhui University , Hefei 230601 )

Abstract ; “ being honest to one’ s own heart and behaving according to one’ s own original mind” is the core characteristics of the Con-
fucian moral sentiment theory that was established by Confucius. The inheritors of Confucius developed his honesty theory, constructed
the sincerity theory in the view of the harmony between heaven and man,and ascended it to a level of sincere moral sentiment which co-
heres heaven and human. Confucianism, starting from the most honest and sincere feelings of one’ s own heart, renders its internal theo-
retical path of the cultivation and expansion of moral sentiment into following three dimensions. Firstly, experiencing the feelings of one’
s own heart constantly through moral rationality of introspecting and scrutinizing one’ s own heart. Secondly, taking the feelings of one’
s own heart as the substance, utilizing the rites and music culture as the function, and taking the state that simplicity and cultural culti-
vation are harmoniously blended as ultimate goal. Thirdly,taking the principle of “loving one’ s family members dearly leads to loving
people benevolently ; loving people benevolently leads to loving universe tenderly” as its path,taking the four basic feelings of one’ s own
heart as its intrinsic psychological sentiment basis. The cultivation, promotion and transcendence of the moral sentiment gradually tumn
reality by the way of unlimited expansion which is from near to far,from thick to thin,and from intimate to estranged.

Key words: honesty ; sincerity ; moral sentiment ;the feelings of one’ s own heart ; Confucianism





