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PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLORATION
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The Effect of Divided Attention on False Memory in Older Adults

Wang Baoxi

Tang Qing Lu Ting Xiang Ling

(School of Psychology,Jiangxi Normal University , Nanchang 330022 )

Abstract : The current study used the SCR paradigm to explore the influence of attention resources on false memory in older adulis with

the classical DRM vocabulary as experimental material. The memory performance of older adults and young adults under divided atten-

tion and full attention conditions was compared. The results showed that the false rate of the older adults was significantly higher than

that of young people , especially under the condition of full attention condition. More importantly, there is no significant difference be-

tween the false rate of older adults under the condition of full attention and the false rate of young adults under the condition of divided

attention. Meanwhile ,the difference of the judgment standards under two conditions is also not significant. These results show the reason

why the older adults have more false memory than the young adults may be due to insufficient attention resources.

Key words:false memory ; cognitive aging;divided attention



