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Relational Properties ; Affordance’ s Methodological Implications

Su Jiajia'? ,Ren Jun'?
(1. College of Teacher Eudcation,Zhejiang Normal University ,Jinhua 321004 ;2. Key Laboratory of Intelligent
Education Technology and Application of Zhejiang Province ,Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004 )

Abstract ; Affordance refers to the possibility of action provided by the environment to the organism. In 1977, ecological psychologist
Gibson first proposed the concept of “affordance”. Firstly, affordance transcends the constraints of traditional dualism. It is neither a
physical attribute of the environment nor a subjective attribute of the animal ,but a relational property of the environment — animal inter-
action. Secondly , The meaning and values embodied by affordance are consistent with the relational property of affordance. Meaning lies
neither outside nor inside things,but in the interactive and complementary relationship between the organism and the environment. Last-
ly,the relational property of affordance protects it from being reduced to physical or psychological ,and thus transcends the reductionist
way of thinking.

Key words : affordance ; ecological psychology ; relational property



