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The Cultural Psychological Characteristics of the Awe of
Confucianism and Its Inner Logic

Gao Zhigiang
(School of Philosophy, Anhui University, Hefei 230601 )

Abstract ; Confucian constructs the theoretical system of awe around its psychological mechanism,object, cultivation and utility. Awe is a
rational moral emotion of both reverent and cautious that people hold when they consciously recognize the noble values. Confucianism
takes the inner moral conscience as the root of awe ,thus extends to the awe of external noble values of human relations , nature , life , work
and human culture in moral practice. The confucian awe cultivation centers on the system of psychological motivation, internal cultiva-
tion, external guidance and practical accumulation, it can be said that they are closely linked and progressive. As the foundation of im-
proving one s virtue and refining one ’ s achievements, awe does not harm freedom, dignity and creation, on the contrary, it is the only
way to reach the state of free and easy that can be self — complacent no matter in any circumstances.

Key words : Confucianism ; awe ; cultural psychology ;localization



