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PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLORATION
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J. — P. A., Hainselin, M., Mouras, H. , & Heurley, L.

The Influential Factors and the Compensation Model for
Medical Discourse Comprehension in Older Adults

Xiao Yang Dong Yanping
(School of International Studies ,Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058 )

Abstract ; Medical discourse comprehension is a prerequisite for self — care among older adults,and its improvement may help enhance
one’ s quality of life and save medical costs. The present paper reviews the influential factors that may affect older adults’ medical dis-
course comprehension ,and finds that individual differences(e. g. , processing capacity ) and discourse features( e. g. ,readability) are the
two main categories of factors,on the basis of which a compensation model is proposed. This model attempts to explain how the factors
that generally decline with age(e. g. ,processing ability ) may be compensated by other factors(e. g. ,medical knowledge) so as to sup-
port or maintain older adults’ medical discourse comprehension. The compensation model proposed in this paper is beneficial to the de-
sign of intervention studies. And yet, more empirical research is needed to verify this model.

Key words : medical discourse comprehension;older adult;influential factor; compensation model





