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The Processing of Chinese Idioms ; Evidences from Visional Segmentations
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Abstract : Chinese idioms are featured with idiomaticity, semantic unity and structural stability, which possibly dissociates the literal
meaning and the intended meaning of idioms from one another. We designed two experiments to explore this issue. In Experiment 1,the
materials were classified into six groups,each with one type of space segmentation;in Experiment 2,the materials were classified into
five groups,each with one type of shadow segmentation. We found that both space segmentation and shadow segmentation influence the
processing , because they disrupt the semantic unity of idioms and inhibit people from processing the intended meaning of the idioms. E-
ven when the idioms were cut into two parts in the middle with space and shadow segmentation, the processing is also prohibited. This
finding challenges the idea that Chines idioms are mostly constructed with two equal parts(two characters in each part) that are in ac-
cordance with each other in terms of grammar,semantics and phonology.

Key words : space segmentation ;shadow segmentation ; Chinese idioms ; processing ; influence





