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The Storage and Activation Mechanism of Three — Character Chinese Idioms

Huang Lin Lu Zipeng Ma Lijun

( Department of Psychology , Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine , Guangzhou 510006 )

Abstract ;. Under the DRM paradigm , Chinese three — character idioms and equivalents are used as materials,the method of inducing er-

roneous memory is used to detect the correlation between the literal meaning and metaphorical meaning of the idiom to explore the stor-

age activation mechanism of the three — word Chinese idioms. Experiment 1 and Experiment 2 respectively use the method of Chinese

word substitution and tail word substitution , using equivalent words and idioms to perform experiments. The results show that after learn-

ing idioms, the corresponding equivalent words will be activated due to the diffusion of semantic / vocabulary activation and produce

wrong memory. After learning the equivalent words, the misrecognition rate of the corresponding idioms is significantly higher, which

shows that the idioms are processed by both the literal meaning and the figurative meaning,and the figurative meaning will be indirectly

activated by the equivalent words with the same literal meaning happens automatically.

Key words ;idiom; DRM paradigm ;false memory ; storage activation





