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PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLORATION
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motions are created equal ; The negativity bias in social — emo-

The Development of Power Cognition in Children
Aged 7 ~9 and Its Influencing Factors

Ding Fang' ,Huang Xia'?,Liu Yanying'
(1. Department of Psychology,School of Education, Soochow University,, Suzhou 215123
2. Southeast University Chengxian College , Nanjing 210088 )

Abstract ; In order to explore the developmental characteristics of children’ s power cognition in the context of multiple power clues,66
children aged 7 to 9 and 116 adults were selected as participants , two experiments were conducted to examine the effect of different pow-
er — exercising styles of distributive power,decision — making power and supervisory power on children’ s power cognition when they ac-
quired goods or contributed labor in the context of ultimatum game and trilateral game. The results were as follows ; (1) The power cogni-
tion of children aged 7 to 9 had basically reached the same level as adults, but there was still a gap between their performances in differ-
ent power — exercising styles. (2) There were no significant differences in children’ s power cognition in the condition of acquiring goods
and contributing labor. (3) Children believed that the decision — making power to refuse and the supervisory power to punish were more
powerful. (4) Children’ s cognition in different power types generally followed a sequence of supervisory power to decision — making
power to distributive power. In conclusion, this study suggests that the power cognition ability of children aged 7 to 9 is relatively ma-
ture,and power — exercising styles and types of distributive resources can affect children’ s power cognition.

Key words : power cognition ; power — exercising style ; distributive power;decision — making power ; supervisory power



