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Development of Preschoolers’ Moral Responsibility Consciousness

Feng Tianquan

School of Educational Science Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097

Abstract Development of 96 3 ~5 — year — old preschoolers’ cognition of moral actions were examined on four criterion judgments and
justifications for judgments by telling series of illustrated life stories individually. Results showed that Most preschoolers could make
judgments accordance with moral rules on the criterions of permissibility alterability contingency of authority and contingency of rule

this consciousness showed significant development between 3 and 4 —5 — year — olds especially on the criterion of contingency of au-
thority. Analyses of preschoolers’ justification indicated that nearly 1/4 preschoolers used corresponding moral rules explaining protag-
onists’ behavior. These results supported the domain specific theory of children’ s cognitive development disclosed preschoolers’ early
developed moral responsibility and had implications to researches and practice of moral responsibility education to citizen at present.

Key words moral responsibility consciousness moral rules preschoolers





