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Lexical and Conceptual Organization of Second Language in

Early Bilingual Children

Li Li',Mo Lei* , Wang Ruiming®, Ye Jiawen®

(1. College of International Culture, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631

2. Center for Studies of Psychological Application, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631)

Abstract: This study explored the lexical and conceptual organization of second language in early bilingual children. Experiment

1 using cross— language repetition priming paradigm found the effect of cross— language repetition priming which showed that

early bilingual children can access the conceptual representation of second language words and moreover the link between first

language words and conceptual representation is stronger than the link between second language words and conceptual represen-

tation. Experiment 2 using picture naming paradigm found the language effect which further supported the result of experiment

1. Total results of this study indicated that early bilingual children established the direct link between second language words

and conceptual representation and lexical and conceptual organization of second language in early bilingual children is essentially

functional.

Key words: early bilingual children; lexical and conceptual organization; proficiency level of second language; cross — language

repetition priming
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