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The Role of Attention in Incidental Self —reference Effect

Zhou Aibao Wu Huifen Shi Zhan

Zhang Pengying

Li Qiong Liu Peiru

(Department of Psychology,Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070)

Abstract: This research included three 2 (reference condition:self or others) X2 (adjective valence: positive or negative) experi-

ments in order to validate whether the mechanism of self—reference effect was self — positive bias and attention caused by self

— positive bias. In experiment 1,both reference condition and adjective valence were within— subjective independent variable. In

experiment 2, within — subjective independent variable were adjective valence while between — subjective independent variable

were reference condition. However,in the experiment 3, within— subjective independent variable were reference condition while

between— subjective independent variable were adjective valence. The results were as follow: The recognition performance of

self —reference condition were better than other — reference condition significantly; the recognition performance of positive va-

lence adjectives were better than negative valence adjectives significantly;the interaction between reference condition and adjec-

tive valence were not significant; These results suggested that (1) SRE was independent on the other—reference in the inciden-

tal encoding condition; (2) Negative valence effect was independent on positive words in the incidental encoding condition; (3)

Attention might be the machanism of incidental SRE.

Key words: sell —reference effect;incidental encoding;negative effect;attention
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