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PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLORATION
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The Study of Cognitive Mechanism of Framing Effect:.

A Priority Heuristic Perspective

Duan Jinyun'?,Wang Chongming®
(1. Institute of Applied Psychology,Soochow University,Suzhou 215123
2. Key Research Institute of Education Ministry— Center for Chinese Urbanization Studies,Soochow University,Suzhou 215123

3. College of Management, Zhejiang University s Hangzhou 310028)

Abstract: Framing effect,represented by Asian disease problem,is a classic anomaly that descriptive theory against normative
theory. Priority heuristic is an important recent progress in behavioral decision— making theories. The study explored the expla-
nation of priority heuristic on framing effect. Based on samples with administrative experiences, through between— subject ex-
periments which supplemented with questionnaires,the study found that the response time was shorter,and the choice propor-
tion was higher for those scenarios with less choosing reasons. These results supported the existence of priority rule, stopping
rule and decision rule which confirm the priority heuristic as a process model. It also elucidated the explanation of priority heu-
ristic on framing effect indirectly.

Key words: framing effect; priority heuristic; Asian disease problem;choosing reason
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