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Study on Development of Criteria of Hypothetical Reasoning

Teng Hongchang' , Hu Zhujing”
(1. School of Education Science,Ludong University, YanTai 264025 ;
2. School of Psychology, Jiangxi Normal University , Nanchang 330022 )

Abstract ; The research’ s materials were composed of two kinds of hypothetical reasoning items ,the sufficient condition and the neces-
sary condition. And four kinds of students totally 469 were tested,the fourth grade of primary school,the second grade of junior middle
school , the second grade of senior middle school ,and the sophomore. The results indicated that; (1) Two judgment criteria( content and
form ) began to develop from fourth grade of primary school ,but the student of primary school and middle school judged the problems ac-
cording to experience facts. They got rid of the constraint of experience facts until they entered universities. (2) The ability of necessary
conditional developed earlier than that of sufficient conditional reasoning,and achieved higher level. (3) There was obvious format effect
among the four ages,and the order that students grasped the logic rules was affirmation of the antecedent; denial of the antecedent ; affir-
mation of the consequent;denial of the consequent. (4) Whether there were the effects of faith prejudice depended on the items’ con-
formity to logic rules and facts.

Key words : hypothetical reasoning;judgment criteria;logical rules



