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The Experimental Comparing Research between Two Reasoning Theories

Hu Xiaoyu Hu Zhujing
(School of Psychology,Lab of Psychology and Cognition Science,
Jiangxi Normal University , Nanchang 330022 )

Abstract ; Two Experiments have been designed to compare the two reasoning theories ; “ Dual structure model of item and reasoner’ s
reasoning knowledge” which proposed by two Chinese Scholars,and “Dual process theory” which proposed by Evans. The first experi-
ment through two different methods to evaluate a set of categorical propositions, the results show that the variable of “believability of
conclusion” in the research of Evans et al. (1983 )is equal to the variable of “content rightness” in the research of Hu Zhujing et al.
(1996) . The second experiment is about syllogisms research. When the results which be analysed with the two variables of “logic form
rightness” and “content rightness” ,it is showing no difference with the research of Evans et al. (1983). But when add a variable of
“content familiarity” to the experiment design,the reasoning results could be explained more over by “Dual structure model of item and
reasoner’ s reasoning knowledge” than by Evans’s “Dual process theory”.

Key words; dual process theory ; belief effect ;dual structure model of item and reasoner’ s reasoning knowledge ; form determining crite-

rion ; content deter mining criterion



