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Features and Paradigms of Mental Accounting of Time

Wei Yonggang' , Tang Yincan'* , Wang Xiaoxi®
(1. School of Education ,Chongqing Normal University , Chongging 401331 ;2. Chengdu No. 24 Kindergarten, Chengdu 610057 ;
3. School of Preschool and Special Education, Kunming University , Kunming 650214 )

Abstract : Mental accounting of time refers to the process that people classify,account,code ,evaluate and distribute time independently

on psychological principles. It plays a vital role in the reasonable arrangement of time. This paper reviews the current domestic and for-

eign literatures on mental accounting of time. The characteristics of mental accounting of time are non — substitutability , flexibility , loss

avoidance , psychological budget,endowment effect and sunk cost effect. Some classical paradigms for the exploration of mental account-

ing of time,such as flight delays scenarios , working and non — working time spending scenarios are introduced. Its future development di-

rection is prospected ,especially its constructs and components , genetic epistemology ,and affecting factors and effects.
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